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Nonfiction Book Proposals — Andrew Shaffer (andrew@andrewshaffer.com)
What does the publishing process look like?
1. Send query letter (e-mail) to literary agent*

· Query letter = three paragraphs (teaser/hook, book description, about the author)

2. If agent requests a proposal, send the proposal as a Word doc or PDF

· 10-25 pages (plus sample chapters), double-spaced

3. Agent will try to sell the book to an acquisitions editor at a publisher

4. When the book is sold…begin writing!
*For small presses such as academic presses, you may be able to query the publisher directly without an agent, although you may want an agent later on for contract negotiations

Components of a Book Proposal:

· Title Page

· Table of Contents

· Overview — 1-2 pages — essentially the same as your query letter
· Markets — Target and secondary audiences
· Competing and Complimentary Books — app. five in each category
· Author’s Platform
· Promotion/Marketing Plan
· Timetable to Complete/Resources Required
· About the Author

· Tentative Outline/Table of Contents — 100-200 word synopsis of each chapter
· Sample Chapter(s) — 1-3 sample chapters (not necessarily the first chapters)
Visit http://www.andrewshaffer.com/writing-classes to download a sample Word doc proposal.
